f age 1 6 Quincy Sun Wednesday, November 21,1 984 




fateful day, Nov. 22, 1963. 



Edgar F. Tairo. who has 
long been intrigued by the 
evidence and speculation in 
. the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy , is an 
English teacher, at Quincy- 
High School and teaches the 
Kennedy Assassination course 
at Quincy Junior College. 

By EDGAR F. TATRO 

Thursday marks the 21st 
anniversary of the assassina- 
tion of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Since 64 - knowiii" wit- 
nesses that day believed that 
shots came from in front of 
the president, most 
researchers of the murder 
throughout the years have 
focused their attention upon 
the area known as the 
famous grassy knoll to the 
right and front of President 
Kennedy's limousine. 

The overwhelming 
.evidence- which substan- 
tiated the presence of 
conspirators behind the wall 
and fence in that particular 
location was ignored by the 
Warren Commission in 
1964, but was finally 
confirmed in 1979 by a 
Congressional committee 
known as the House Select 
Committee on Assassina- 
tions. 

Acoustics tests of a tape 
recording of the shots 
reinforced the photographic 
evidence as well as 
eyewitness, earwitness ahd 
even nosewitness (nine 



people smelled gunpowder 
from that location) 
testimony that a conspirator 
had fired a shot at the 
president’s entourage from 
the grassy knoll north. 

Now there is sufficient 
. evidence to consider the real 
possibility that an addi- 
tional gunman was situated 
atop the other Dealey Plaza 
incline, the grassy , knoll 
south, the symmetrical 
counterpart of the famous 
grassy knoll and virtually no 
one, but a handful of 
diligent, researchers have 
pursued , this crucial aspect 
of the case. The individuals 
who have attempted to bring 
this vital information to the 
attention of government 
officials have been ignored. 

Suspicion of a grassy 
knoll south assassin began 
with"' the discovery of a 
sidewalk scar, approxi- 
mately five inches in length, 

■ foupd on the northern side 
of Dealey Plaza’s Elm Street 
sidewalk adjacent to the 
street extension facing the 
historic Texas School Book 
Depository. According to 
various Dallas citizens, a 
local Dallas television 
newsman pointed to the 
mark on the six o’clock news 

the night of the assassina- 
tion and called it a bullet 
mark. Channel Four 
officials in Dallas have since 
denied any- knowledge of 
this occurrence. . — 



Months later, a private 
citizen, Eugene P. Aldredge, 
who had watched the 
original newscast, visited the 
site and observed the easily 
identifiable mark and when 
the Warren Commission 
Report was released in 1964 
and omitted any mention of 
the scar, Aldredge felt 
compelled to discuss his 
concerns" with Chas . 
Freund, a reporter for the 
Dallas Morning News, who 
verified Aldredge’s observa- 
tion of the mark. Both men 
believed the scar was .the 
result of the assassination 
bullet. _■ 

Aldredge then called the 
FBI who wanted to know 
why he had waited so long to 
. report the information. 

Aldredge" informed them 
; that he had assumed that the 
- Warren Commission could 
riot possibly ' have over- 
looked 1 such an easily 
Observed scar which had 
been cited on television and 
also that he had no desire to 
become personally involved 
in the investigation. 

Two days later Aldredge 
took the FBI to the 
pavement scar and they 
scraped material from the 
mark and sent the specimen 
to FBI headquarters to 
determine its contents by 
means of spectrograph ic 
analysis. Incredible as it may 
seem, the scientific results 
are still being witheld two 





, L ,^, S THAN a minute after President John F. Kennedy was fatally wounded Nov. 22, 

' , this UPI photo by Frank Cancellare shows the mysterious Grassy Knoll South in the 

| background and the Triple Underpass (right) at Dealey Plaza, Dallas. 
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decades later from the 
American public. '■ 

Five days after the FBI 
■ scraping incident Aldredge 
and a friend returned to the 
spot and “found that the 
mark had been filled up with 
what appeared to be a 
mixture of concrete and 
asbestos and an attempt 
' made to make it appear like 
the surrounding area.” 

Again Aldredge con- 
tacted the FBI to inform 
them of the alleged patching 
of the sidewalk scar and 
again the FBI returned to 
’ remove material from the 
scar to have FBI head- 
quarters analyze the alleged 
foreign substance. 
Amazingly, these spectro- 
graphic test results are also 
being witheld front the 
American people. 1 
'Harold Weisberg, a 
former' Senate investigator, 
author of several' excellent 
books about the assassi- 
nation and perhaps the most 
^ (■respected researcher 
worldwide on the subject, 

•fP 1 * recently informed me that 
microfilm pertaining to this 
particular spectrographic 
. analysis has been destroyed 
by the FBI. THl'-i 

Weisberg wrote, “This lsw^l 
the only spectrographic 
plate claimed to be missing. 

The FBI’s unsworn and 
conjectural explanation of 
its alleged disappearance is 
that it was destroyed to save 



space. How much space do 
you save by eliminating a 
single thin piece of film?” 
Later in the 1970’s, a 
Dallas journalist, who shall 
remain nameless for obvious 
reasons, sirrreptiously 
removed the sidewalk chunk 
in question much to the 
dismay and anger of certain 
.Dallas politicians and 
officials. According to 
reliable researchers close to 
the Dallas scene, a privately 
financed . neutron activation 
analysis was performed 
which revealed that no metal 
was detected within the 
mark, but rather some 
clothlike substance, 
asbestos in nature, was 
adhering to the scar. The 
little hero, Aldredge, had 
said as much over 10 years 
earlier. : . 

Weisberg, whose legal 
battles with the FBI and 
marathon attempts ; to 
declassify crucial assassina- 
tion evidence. and. docu- 
ments are infamous in the 
annals of Freedom of 
Information Act litigation, 
concluded, “There simply is 
no question about it. The 
FBI. knew the curbstone 
was patched when Shaney- 
felt (an FBI technician) had 
it dug up and taken to the 
lab for testing.” 

My personal friend and 
investigative colleague, 
Emory Brown, a photo- 
grapher by avocation and 



oransman Dy profession, 
speculated that if the 
sidewalk scar had resulted 
from a bullet ricochet or a 
missed shot, the most 
reasonable source of origin, • 
considering its architectural . 
angle, would be the grassy 
knoll south directly across 
from the famous grassy 
knoll. 

Supporting this theory is . 
a television interview of an 
unidentified woman 
.bystander who claimed a 
shot was fired from south of 
the triple underpass. Thus 
Brown began a meticulous 
search for any photographs 
showing the knoll in the 
hopes that some valuable 
evidence might reveal itself. 

He hit paydirt, when ' he 
examined a photograph 
. taken by UPI photographer 
Frank Cancellare. 

The photograph was 
taken approximately less 
. than a minute -after, the r 
assassination.; The whole f 
view depicts two motorcade ; 
cyclists who are heading i 
down Elm St; toward the 
underpass. Some witnesses > 
Still lay prostrate upon the 
ground while others', who 
stand, take snapshots of the 4 
Dealey Plaza area! 

■ Since all of the attention ; 
of the assassination 
aftermath was directed 
primarily at the famous 
grassy knoll and the Texas 
School Book Depository, 




LEFT A RRO W indicates a distinct human-like figure holding ai rifle-tikeobject atop the Grassy 
Knoll South. Right arrow points to a vehicle. UPI photo is by Frank Cancellare. 



Another Gunman On The 

Brown theorized that a original negative owned by Incredible” with no success, 

south knoll sniper might UPI in order to produce 1 suspect that some subjects 

have lingered awhile viable enhanced images and are too incredible for 

unnoticed and if so, his determinations. network television to touch, 

image might be permanently With Brown’s permission, : When word reached me of 
etched in blow ups of the I entered the foray. Twice I a $23,000 issued to the 

Cancellare photograph sent these materials to the National Academy of 

especially since there was no House Select Committee on Sciences to re-study the 

stockade fence present upon Assassinations, once with ^acoustical evidence, - I 

the south knoll. Richard A. Sprague at the advised that the Cancellare 

Browns blow ups speak helm and again after G. figure be included in their 

for themselves. Just to the Robert Blakey had taken investigation. Their 

right of the tree in the center Charge. The HSCA had spokesman assured me that 

background is a distinct possessed a $6 million the material had been 

human-like figure holding a budget to investigate delivered to “the chairman 

; rifle-like object. Brown President Kennedy’s of the committee on 

estimated that the man is assassination, but my pleas ballistics acoustics and also 

j approximately four and one for photo image enhance- to- the . Department of 

I half feet tall and is ment of a potential killer Justice ” but the letter also 

presumably kneeling. were ignored. implied that the committee 

Meticulous inspection of - Let the record show that was concerned with the 

very close blow-ups even photographic expert Robert authenticity of the acoustics 

reveals what may be the loop. Groden, a photo consultant - evidence and not with the 

of a rifle sling. . to the HSCA, who had intention of conducting any 

Photographs - taken in received the Cancellare blow new and elaborate tests.. 

1964 for comparison ups from another researcher Needless to say the 

purposes: clearly indicate via me, also urged the published report avoided 

that the human silhouette is committee : to pursue ; this . the grassy knoll south. The 

ano longer present: Brown area ”as a suspected firing fact that the Justice 

also suspected ‘ the y pos- position in the assassination 1 Department was informed 

sibility of another individual as it related to photo- of my requests, in view of the. 

farther to the right partially graphic evidence,” but to no FBI’s shady handling of the 

obscured by some shrubbery avail also. sidewalk scar, will more 

in front of an automobile. Since the HSCA report than likely only serve to add 

- but it is difficult to disqgrri. was published, I have sent 1 another folder to their file 

Brown sent photographic ' Cancellare packets to Dr. on me. 

copies of his discovery to the James Barger, the HSCA t I then turned my attention 

Jet Propulsion Lab of acoustics consultant, and to -to the politicians who 
Pasadena, i California for Cecil Kirk, the HSCA represent me with the same 

confirmation, but a . forensic photographer, but unproductive results. Paul 

spokesman for the firm neither responded to my Tsongas, who as a 

known for its photographic correspondence. I even sent Representative in 1975, not 

expertise informed Brown duplicate copies to the only promptly responded to 

that they would need the television show, “That’s my requests for a new 





; THIS PHOTOGRAPH was taken in 1964. The figure shown in the Cancellare blow up of 
; November 22, 1963 is no longer present in third tree to right. 



Congressional investiga- 
tion, r but also co-sponsored 
: the bill, now as a Senator, 
did not respond. .Council- - 
! man Brian Donnelly has no 
idea what happened to my 
correspondence and 
Senator Edward Kennedy 
was gracious, but declined 
to become involved in any 
assassination' aspects 
whatsoever although he was 
not adverse to any new 
formal investigations. 

Ironically, in 1977 I had 
met Dave Powers, JFK’s 
best friend at Harvard 
5 University. Mr. Powers was 
guest lecturing about the wit 
; and wisdom of JFK at a 
course concerning the 
Kennedy presidency and I 
spoke to the same forum 
some weeks later about the 
assassination. 

When I showed Powers 
; the Cancellare. photo and 
blow-ups, his eyes nearly 
popped. He asked, “Does 
. Congress have these?” in a 
heightened, enthusiastic 
voice and I answered, “Yes, I 
sent them myself.” He 
replied, “Good.” 

I will never forget the look 
of shock, but hope in his 
face. 

The acoustics tests had 
substantiated the existence 
of four shots on Nov. 22, 
1963, one from in front of 
i the president and three from 
behind, but unfortuunately 
! the comparison re- 



enactment tests, had been 
limited to only the grassy 
knoll north and the alleged 
Oswald perch.. 

The acoustics experts also 
found five other pops which 
may or may not have been 
shots from other areas of 
Dealey Plaza. In other 
words it is possible that 
between four to nine shots 
may have been fired that 
day, but the lack of 
appropriate re-enactment 
tests to determine whether 
the pops are innocent 
acoustical refractions or 
actual shots— and their 
origins was never deter- 
mined. 

Could one or more of the 
pops be a shot or shots from 
the grassy knoll south? 

Finally there is evidence 
to. suggest a left frontal 
wound to. the head: of 
President Kennedy, a 
wound which .would 
complement the grassy knoll 
south perch perfectly; It is 
impossible to absolutely 
confirm or reject such a shot 
because the presidept’s brain . 
would have to be dissected 
by f orensic pathologists, but 
the president’s brain 
disappeared mysteriously in 
1966. 

However, three Texas 
physicians. Dr. Robert 
McClelland, Dr. Marion 
Jenkins and Dr. Adolph 
Giesecke all testified to . 
seeing a wound of the left 



temporal region. Father 
Oscar Huber, who' gave 
President Kennedy the last 
rites, commented about a 
wound over JFK’s left eye. 

Two' professional photo- 
graphers in Dealey Plaza, 
James Altgens and Norman 
Similas, claimed there was a 
left-sided head wound. Also 
there is an official autopsy 
chart drawn by Commander 
J. Thornton Boswell which 
cites a three centimeter 
defect in the same head area 
described by these witnesses 
and Robert Groden in his 
HSCA photographic report 
claims that autopsy photo 
number 29 shows the wound 
though faintly.. 

Does the Cancellare 
photograph show one of 
President Kennedy’s killers? 

Given the suspicious 
actions of the FBI regarding 
the sidewalk scar and the 
wholesale avoidance of the 
: Cancellare figure, the need 
for photo image enhance- 
ment of this photograph and 
new thorough acoustics tests 
. is imperative. 

The late ex-beatle, John 
Lennon, whose murder is 
also being closely investi- 
gated by researchers, once 
wrote, “A conspiracy of 
silence speaks louder than 
words.” 

It seems to speak louder 
and louder in the Kennedy 
assassination as the years go 

by. 



